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Lake	  Sagamore	  General	  Meeting	  -‐	  October	  14,	  2012	  

1.	  	  Katherine	  Adler	  announced	  the	  new	  officers	  elected	  to	  fill	  vacancies:	  	  Katherine	  Adler,	  
President;	  David	  Ichel,	  First	  Vice	  President;	  and	  Ira	  Kawaller,	  Director.	  Minutes	  of	  the	  July	  22,	  

2012	  General	  Meeting	  were	  read	  and	  accepted.	  	  

2.	  	  Lake/Dam	  Committee	  Update.	  John	  Van	  Couvering	  reported	  that	  the	  news	  is	  good,	  after	  a	  
summer	  of	  virtually	  no	  bladderwort.	  400	  carp	  were	  added	  as	  per	  DEC	  rules.	  Because	  we	  have	  
not	  been	  able	  to	  contact	  our	  original	  dam	  engineer,	  we	  will	  hire	  another	  one	  as	  soon	  as	  possible	  

to	  be	  able	  to	  submit	  required	  state	  reports.	  	  

3.	  	  Weedoo.	  Cel	  Maldonado	  noted	  that	  the	  Weedoo	  is	  now	  shrink-‐wrapped	  for	  winter	  and	  
ensconced	  on	  his	  property,	  which	  he	  generously	  volunteered.	  

4.	  	  Parklands	  Committee.	  	  Larry	  Reynolds	  will	  take	  down	  two	  dangerous	  trees	  on	  the	  Parkland	  
opposite	  the	  Rosace	  property.	  Discussion	  included	  pros	  and	  cons	  of	  any	  further	  cleanup	  of	  

Parklands	  and	  having	  Larry	  make	  his	  chipper	  available	  one	  day.	  

5.	  Website	  Committee.	  Mitchell	  Cohen	  reviewed	  log-‐in	  procedures	  for	  our	  website,	  
http://www.lakesag.org/,	  which	  includes	  a	  current	  directory,	  the	  Lake	  Handbook	  and	  rules,	  
copies	  of	  the	  Sagamore	  Sentinel	  since	  2010,	  Princeton	  Hydro	  water	  quality	  reports,	  and	  more.	  

The	  goal	  of	  the	  website	  going	  forward	  will	  be	  increased	  transparency	  and	  utility,	  with	  a	  
President’s	  note	  and	  Association	  rules,	  suggestions,	  and	  deed	  restrictions	  concerning	  fences,	  
outbuildings,	  docks,	  and	  tree	  cutting	  on	  homeowners’	  properties.	  Mitchell	  urged	  residents	  to	  

share	  lake	  photos	  via	  the	  Picasa	  link.	  Ideas	  for	  new	  features	  included	  ratings	  of	  local	  vendors;	  
current	  reports	  on	  neighborhood	  crime,	  severe	  weather,	  and	  weeds;	  storm-‐related	  health	  and	  
safety	  procedures;	  and	  home	  rental	  ads.	  

6.	  Speed	  bumps.	  Katherine	  Adler	  reported	  that	  the	  town	  will	  not	  install	  speed	  bumps,	  which	  can	  

cause	  injuries.	  Discussion	  of	  ways	  to	  slow	  speeders	  on	  Sagamore	  Drive	  included	  “Slow,	  Children”	  
signs	  and	  a	  25	  mph	  vs	  30	  mph	  speed	  limit.	  

7.	  Other	  business.	  	  Another	  flyer	  on	  waterfront	  cleanup	  was	  proposed,	  with	  cautions	  about	  the	  
deleterious	  effects	  of	  leaves,	  dead	  trees,	  and	  septic	  leakage	  in	  the	  lake	  and	  a	  request	  that	  

people	  not	  dump	  brush	  and	  limbs	  on	  vacant	  land	  abutting	  the	  area	  roads..	  We	  were	  alerted	  to	  
an	  alarming	  kudzu	  outbreak	  in	  Putnam	  County.	  Several	  residents	  have	  heard	  gunshots	  at	  night	  
from	  illegal	  hunters.	  	  

Board	  members	  attending:	  Katherine	  Adler,	  Susan	  Fawcett,	  Daryl	  Garcia,	  David	  Ichel,	  Cel	  

Maldonado,	  Charles	  Scheidt,	  John	  Van	  Couvering,	  Susan	  Vogel.	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  

Susan	  Fawcett,	  Secretary	  



Sagamore	  Lake	  Special	  Board	  Meeting	  	  September	  23,	  2012	  
1.   Nominations to fill Board vacancies. The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by 
Katherine Adler, First Vice President.  Nominations were accepted and the following 
elected to serve for the rest of this term: 

President:  Katherine Adler 
First Vice President: David Ichel 
Director: Ira Kawaller 

2. Minutes of the July 22, 2012 Special Board Meeting were read, revised, and 
approved.  Meetings of the General Membership meeting, July 22, were reviewed. 
3. Weedoo. Cel Maldanado reported that the Weedoo is ensconced on his property. 
Sam Bender will winterize it.   

4.  Coliform Testing. Katherine Adler reported that two water samples were taken, with 
results of 160 and 190, lower than the 200 benchmark but somewhat high. The lab 
suggested that these levels might reflect the fact that samples were taken after a heavy 
rain. Next test: June. 

5. Parklands. Susan Bender and Amanda Clerici will visit all parklands, identifying trees 
to be removed by Larry Reynolds. Richard Babinecz noted that the Association has 
never in the past taken responsibility for developing or maintaining the parklands, though 
we should remove obvious dangers. 

6.  Rules Committee. Richard Babinecz reported that the committee met once, examined 
pulled deeds, and continues to explore the issues, including the extent of Board powers. 

7. Katherine proposed strengthening our committee structure, in particular the lake and 
dam committees. 

8. Speed bumps. It was reported that New York State only allows speed bumps in 
private areas. We discussed signs we might request to slow speeders. Katherine will see 
if Amanda might be willing to attend town meetings. 

9. Lake and dam. John Van Couvering distributed a detailed chart of Sagamore’s water 
quality from 1978 to the present. No bottom weeds are evident now. The need for an 
action plan on the dam was stressed; John will contact our engineer about the status of 
his quest to downgrade the rating of our dam.  

10. The fall General Membership Meeting will be held October 14, 1pm, at the 
Firehouse. 

11. Issues in new business included the responsibility of property owners for removing 
trees fallen in the lake from their properties, the eyesore of extreme clearing by 
individual residents, and need to inform new buyers of our rules and the impact of 
individual homeowners’ actions on the character of the community as a whole. 

12. Treasurer. Eileen Brennan updated the Board on collections. 



Attending: Katherine Adler, Richard Babinecz, Susan Bender, Eileen Brennan, Susan 
Fawcett, Daryl Garcia, Besty Gould, David Ichel, Cel Maldonado, Charles Scheidt, 
Elaine Unkeless, John Van Couvering, Susan Vogel 
Visiting: Richard Barcia, Alan Bomser, Bruce Lieberman, Harris Nagler, Nicholas 
O’Kulich 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Fawcett 
Secretary   



Sagamore	  Lake	  Board	  Meeting	  –	  June	  23,	  2012	  

1.	  	  	  Board	  minutes	  of	  October	  2,	  2011	  were	  distributed	  and	  approved.	  

2.	  	  Weeds,	  Weedoo,	  and	  Carp.	  	  The	  pristine	  state	  of	  the	  lake	  and	  lack	  of	  weeds	  were	  
noted	  with	  pleasure.	  	  Princeton	  Hydro	  performed	  a	  study	  in	  May	  to	  identify	  the	  types	  of	  
weeds	  in	  our	  lake.	  	  John	  Van	  Couvering	  of	  the	  Lake	  Committee	  attributed	  recently	  
floating	  dead	  leaves	  to	  the	  spring	  turnover.	  

The	  Weedoo	  has	  been	  purchased	  for	  $29,087.	  We	  have	  liability	  insurance	  for	  $10	  
million;	  the	  Weedoo	  is	  covered	  for	  an	  additional	  premium	  of	  $300	  annually.	  It	  is	  docked	  
at	  Sam	  Bender’s.	  Its	  use	  as	  yet	  has	  not	  been	  required.	  	  Fred	  Adam’s	  rate	  for	  winter	  
storage	  will	  be	  solicited,	  and	  docking	  the	  Weedoo	  on	  public	  land	  near	  Frank	  Rempe’s	  
was	  discussed.	  The	  trailer	  must	  be	  registered	  for	  use	  on	  public	  roads.	  	  

The	  maximum	  170	  carp	  were	  added;	  to	  add	  more,	  permit	  reapplication	  is	  required,	  but	  
DEC	  has	  indicated	  that	  we	  will	  have	  to	  give	  the	  current	  crop	  enough	  time	  to	  work	  before	  
another	  application	  would	  be	  approved.	  Carp	  do	  not	  begin	  to	  be	  effective	  until	  the	  year	  
after	  they	  are	  introduced.	  About	  20	  geese	  have	  been	  spotted	  despite	  DEC-‐permitted	  
addling.	  	  Concern	  was	  expressed	  over	  the	  unsightly	  low	  mowing	  of	  Garabrand	  Meadow,	  
required	  by	  the	  State.	  

3.	  	  Report	  on	  Compliance	  with	  Dam	  Regulations.	  We	  received	  an	  extension	  due	  to	  our	  
engineer’s	  illness.	  Should	  Mr.Horn	  succeed	  in	  his	  attempts	  to	  get	  our	  dam	  downgraded	  
from	  C	  to	  B,	  Richard	  Babinecz	  thought	  that	  dam	  replacement	  insurance	  lost	  in	  the	  
upgrade	  to	  C	  again	  might	  be	  available.	  Horn	  was	  paid	  $1500	  as	  a	  retainer.	  

4.	  	  Barcia	  Arrears	  Status.	  Barcia	  did	  not	  act	  on	  our	  offer	  of	  a	  3-‐year	  payment	  plan	  for	  
Association’s	  legal	  fees	  through	  last	  year,	  so	  Bill	  Brodsky	  will	  write	  a	  letter	  requesting	  
legal	  fees	  and	  stating	  that	  interest	  will	  commence.	  	  

5.	  Treasurer’s	  Report.	  	  Eileen	  Brennan’s	  report	  was	  discussed	  and	  2012-‐2013	  expense	  
projections	  of	  $51,700	  accepted.	  The	  Board	  decided	  to	  keep	  assessments	  and	  dues	  
constant	  at	  $600.	  

6.	  New	  Business.	  	  It	  was	  proposed	  that	  Princeton	  Hydro	  check	  stream	  entry	  sites	  for	  
pollutants;	  John	  will	  ask	  about	  price.	  The	  Lake	  Committee	  will	  again	  distribute	  
information	  sheets	  to	  the	  residents	  on	  proper	  septic	  maintenance,	  avoiding	  fertilizers,	  
and	  so	  forth.	  



Attending:	  President	  Bill	  Brodsky,	  Kathy	  Adler,	  Richard	  Babinecz,	  Eileen	  Brennan,	  Susan	  
Fawcett,	  Besty	  Gould,	  David	  Ichel,	  Cel	  Maldonado,	  Charlie	  Scheidt,	  Elaine	  Unkeless,	  John	  
Van	  Couvering	  
	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  Susan	  Fawcett,	  Secretary	  



Lake	  Sagamore	  General	  Meeting	  -‐	  July	  22,	  2012	  

1.	  	  Minutes	  of	  the	  February	  5,	  2012	  Special	  General	  Meeting	  were	  read	  and	  accepted.	  
President	  Bill	  Brodsky	  welcomed	  all.	  He	  thanked	  Kathie	  Freston	  for	  generously	  donating	  
her	  property	  for	  the	  annual	  	  picnic	  and	  Betsy	  Gould	  and	  her	  committee	  for	  a	  delightful	  
picnic.	  The	  passing	  of	  our	  neighbor	  and	  former	  Association	  President	  Herb	  Wilfling	  was	  
acknowledged.	  	  	  

2.	  	  Lake	  Committee	  Report.	  John	  Van	  Couvering	  announced	  that	  the	  bladderwort	  is	  
gone,	  170	  carp	  were	  added,	  there	  is	  no	  discernible	  weed	  growth,	  and	  the	  Weedoo,	  not	  
yet	  needed,	  remains	  on	  reserve.	  It	  will	  be	  shrink-‐wrapped	  and	  stored	  for	  the	  winter.	  The	  
Fall	  Cleanup	  Notice	  was	  passed	  out	  to	  residents.	  

3.	  	  Treasurer’s	  Report	  and	  Proposed	  Budget.	  	  Eileen	  Brennan	  presented	  the	  projected	  
2012-‐2013	  budget	  of	  $51,700.	  Assessments	  and	  dues	  will	  remain	  constant	  at	  $600.	  The	  
budget	  was	  approved.	  

4.	  	  New	  Business.	  	  A	  suggestion	  was	  made	  that	  we	  rent	  a	  chipper	  to	  clean	  up	  the	  
Parklands,	  for	  an	  amount	  limited	  to	  $7,000.	  However,	  it	  was	  noted	  that	  in	  the	  past,	  we	  
have	  not	  maintained	  the	  parklands.	  Susan	  Bender,	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  Parklands,	  will	  be	  
asked	  to	  investigate.	  A	  question	  was	  raised	  about	  the	  Board’s	  authority	  to	  stop	  large	  
takedowns	  of	  trees	  around	  the	  lake.	  President	  Brodsky	  said	  that	  the	  Board	  will	  consider	  
this	  question	  in	  another	  context	  and	  report	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  A	  concern	  was	  raised	  
about	  cars	  speeding	  on	  Sagamore	  Road.	  

	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  

Susan	  Fawcett,	  Secretary	  



Sagamore	  Lake	  Special	  Board	  Meeting	  -‐	  July	  22,	  2012	  

	  

1.	  	  The	  special	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  11:30	  a.m.	  by	  Bill	  Brodsky,	  President	  of	  the	  
Association.	  Board	  minutes	  of	  March	  20,	  2011	  were	  distributed	  and	  approved.	  
	  
2.	  	  Lake	  business.	  	  Bill	  Brodsky	  reported	  that	  Fred	  Adams	  would	  charge	  $200	  a	  month	  to	  
store	  the	  shrink-‐wrapped	  Weedoo	  in	  winter;	  Cel	  generously	  offered	  his	  property.	  The	  
Board	  will	  continue	  to	  pursue	  the	  Barcia	  complaint,	  which	  is	  now	  beyond	  the	  2	  year	  
period	  and	  includes	  outstanding	  legal	  fees	  and	  interest	  charges.	  	  At	  the	  suggestion	  of	  
Princeton	  Hydro,	  we	  will	  go	  through	  the	  local	  health	  service	  for	  inexpensive	  e	  coli	  
testing;	  Kathy	  will	  obtain	  the	  containers.	  
	  
3.	  	  Restrictive	  Covenants.	  The	  President	  introduced	  issues	  surrounding	  the	  Bookmyers’	  
newly	  constructed	  lakeside	  fence	  and	  gate	  (six	  feet	  high,	  of	  steel	  mesh	  and	  logs).	  An	  
hour-‐long	  discussion	  followed,	  including	  concerns	  about	  inconsistent	  past	  enforcement	  
of	  the	  three-‐foot	  height	  restriction	  in	  our	  deeds	  (five	  parcels	  are	  exempt);	  the	  fact	  that	  
many	  six-‐foot	  fences	  already	  exist,	  most	  on	  the	  road	  side;	  possible	  consequences	  of	  now	  
enforcing	  or	  tightening	  Association	  rules	  concerning	  fences,	  tool	  sheds	  and	  docks;	  a	  
desire	  to	  preserve	  the	  natural	  character	  and	  beauty	  of	  Lake	  Sagamore;	  and	  the	  fact	  that	  
environmental	  factors	  like	  Lyme	  disease	  post-‐date	  restrictions.	  Ideas	  for	  action	  going	  
forward	  included	  immediate	  neighborly	  negotiations	  with	  the	  Bookmyers;	  clarifying	  
LSCA	  rules	  and	  restrictions	  and	  seeking	  a	  full	  Association	  vote;	  vetting	  all	  proposed	  
construction;	  and	  clearer	  guidelines	  for	  new	  buyers.	  Richard	  will	  send	  Board	  members	  a	  
2007	  Nixon	  Peabody	  opinion	  on	  Enforcement	  of	  Restrictive	  Covenants.	  

It	  was	  decided	  that	  Elaine,	  Betsy,	  and	  Richard	  will	  meet	  with	  the	  Bookmyers	  with	  the	  
goal	  of	  lowering	  and	  adapting	  their	  fence	  and	  that	  Richard,	  Betsy,	  and	  Susan	  will	  draft	  
more	  specific	  language	  to	  clarify	  LSCA	  rules	  concerning	  secondary	  structures.	  The	  
meeting	  was	  adjourned	  at	  12:55.	  

Attending:	  President	  Bill	  Brodsky,	  Kathy	  Adler,	  Richard	  Babinecz,	  Eileen	  Brennan,	  Susan	  
Fawcett,	  Daryl	  Garcia,	  Besty	  Gould,	  David	  Ichel,	  Cel	  Maldonado,	  Elaine	  Unkeless,	  John	  
Van	  Couvering	  
	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  	  

Susan	  Fawcett,	  Secretary	  	   	  


